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“I’m Going to Disneyland!” 
The Importance of Advocacy  
 

THE most important thing we do here at Arc for peo-
ple with developmental and intellectual disabilities is 
ADVOCATE. Arc believes so strongly in advocating 
for our clients that we list it first in our CORE VAL-
UES: Advocate, Care, Collaborate, Connect, Empow-
er, Include, Innovate. Advocating for our clients means 
that we “go between,” we “intercede,” we “stand up 
for” those who cannot always stand up for themselves. 
The Arc Wabash County works tirelessly to ensure 
those with developmental and intellectual disabilities 
are accessing their full array of civil and human rights. 
Arc also convenes an Advocacy, Human Rights, & In-
clusion Committee that meets quarterly in order to monitor, protect, defend, and assist persons with 
disabilities in accessing their rights. This Committee is composed of key Arc staff and community 
volunteers. Arc also facilitates a Council of Persons Served to promote advocacy, human rights, and 
inclusion. This Council is composed entirely of Arc program participants and one Arc staff facilitator, 
giving space for our clients to talk about issues that are important to them 
 
A great example of Arc’s advocacy in action is the tireless efforts over the last year by Vice President 
of Residential Services, Brittney Hernandez, with Matt. Matt needed an Indiana REAL ID in order to 
travel. A trip to Disneyland in Southern California is on the schedule and Matt really wanted to go, but 
could not without the proper ID. Matt was denied his ID because the BMV had no record of his US 
citizenship. Over the course of the last 12 months, Brittney helped Matt work with the BMV, the So-
cial Security Administration, the US Passport office, and the court system. Brittney and Matt even 
spoke with the US State Department and accessed help from Professor Scott Devries at Manchester 
University. Matt was adopted from Guatemala as a child and is a US citizen but the BMV was show-
ing him as a non-US citizen, and so Brittney had to access Matt’s birth documents from Guatemala 
and Professor Devries translated! Because of Brittney’s advocating, Matt received his US passport in 
April 2021, his non-US restriction is being removed from his record, and he will receive his REAL ID 
in a couple of weeks! Matt was over the moon when we told him his documents were in order and 
he’ll be able to go to Disneyland on Arc’s group trip!  
Helping those who want to help themselves, but cannot always do so is what advocacy is all about. 
Job satisfaction is not only about dollars and cents, but about smiles and helping people achieve their 
life goals and dreams. “Hey, Matt! You’re going to Disneyland!”  



 

 

 

 

 

I Spy Honey, 16 x 12, framed  $50 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 
First Friday: June 4th, Downtown Wabash 

 Look for the BRIGHT ORANGE TENT 

 Free popcorn for everyone! 

 Sign up for a chance to win a $25 gift 

card to Modoc’s or Downtown Nutrition 

 First twenty visitors to the tent will get 

a  voucher for free, confidential shred-

ding 

 Soda for only 50 cents 

 Baked goods for $1.50 or LESS 

CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

Arc is collecting  food pantry 

items from now until June 

9th. 

On Friday, June 11th, select 

clients and staff will be dis-

tributing the items to food 

cupboards and area food 

pantries. 

There is a donation box in-

side the front door of Arc 

where you can drop off your 

unexpired canned/boxed 

food contributions. 

FARMER’S MARKET 
There will be other chances to look for 

the BRIGHT ORANGE TENT this sum-

mer.  Everyone at Arc is busy building 

raised flower beds and will be planting 

flowers and vegetables very soon. Lat-

er this summer, the fruits of labor will 

be for sale at the Wabash Farmer’s 

Market each Saturday morning.  Pro-

ceeds will support Arc’s programs and 

services.  

HUGE  YARD 
SALE 

On July 15th and 16th, Arc will be having a 

mega-yard sale. Donated items are being ac-

cepted through July 2nd. Clean out your clos-

et for a good cause! And don’t forget to  

attend the sale and tell your friends about it! 

Arc’s Annual “Dinner” Takes on a New Look 
Another date to save is Tuesday, July 20th for Arc’s Annual Meeting and Awards Night. This 

year will look much different from the dinners in the past.  

“This year’s event will be a bit more casual and will move more quickly,” Jeff  Patton, Arc’s 

President/CEO promises. 

Festivities will begin at 5:30 PM, earlier than it has in the past. While attendees partake in a 

“light plate” of  cheese, fruit and vegetables (can’t forget cupcakes!) in the Honeywell Cen-

ter’s Legacy Hall, a short annual business meeting will be conducted followed by the highly 

anticipated client award announcements, after which the meeting will be adjourned. 

But the fun doesn’t stop there!  For those who wish, the party continues one block East at 

Eagle’s Theater, where a movie (to be determined later) will be played exclusively for Annual 

Meeting attendees.  This is free of  charge for everyone. The concession stand will be open 

for purchases. Clients and staff  (only) will be given a voucher for a small bag of  popcorn and 

a small drink without charge to them. They will have to purchase any other desired goodies. 

If  you’ve never received an invitation to this annual event and would like to attend this year, 

email your request to kminkler@arcwabash.org.  It’s a great way to get to know us!  

A Quest for Independence: The Story Continues...Autumn Allen 
A quick read of the back flap of the remittance envelope will get you familiar with a very determined young wom-

an, Autumn Allen.  At every level of her journey to complete independence, she has exceeded her goals and every-

one’s expectations. “We know Autumn is capable of a lot, but she is crushing these big goals one right after the 

other,” VP of Residential Services Brittney Hernandez gushes.  “It’s obvious to everyone that she is going all the 

way and she’ll get there sooner rather than later. “ 

Autumn’s latest achievement is the acquisition of her 

High School Equivalency Diploma.  With help from her 

Case Coordinator, Karen Poe, and some remediation 

from the Learn More Center, Autumn passed each 

section of the test on her first attempt; even the math 

section which she was really nervous about. 

“Every evening, Autumn was studying and doing her 

assignments from the Learn More Center. In less than 

three months, she was ready to start testing,” Brittney 

continues her praise. “It didn’t take her long at all.” 

At Arc of Wabash County, life goals are worked on 

everyday. Arc staff get the extraordinary  privilege to 

witness and even be a part of these successes.  

We are proud of you, Autumn!! 


